
1 | P a g e  
 

 

 
 

Request for Proposal for Chief Judge  
 

February 15, 2023 
 
Background 
 
The Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California (the Tribe), is a federally recognized sovereign Indian 
Tribe. Jurisdiction of the Tribal Court shall extend to all tribally held lands as defined in the Tribe's 
Constitution, including trust and non-trust lands and all roads, water, and bridges, and to any 
lands which may in the future become subject to the jurisdiction of the Tribe by virtue of an 
Executive Order, a Declaration or Regulation of the United States Department of the Interior, a 
Declaration or Order of a Court of competent jurisdiction, or other lawful means. 
 
 
Scope 
 
Washoe Tribal Court has jurisdiction over civil, criminal, and juvenile cases. The laws that are 
applied to Tribal Court are Tribal Law, Tribal Customs, Federal Law, and other laws such as state 
laws. 
 
Chief Judge of the Tribal Court shall have the duty and power to conduct court proceedings, and 
issue all orders and papers incident thereto, in order to administer justice in all matters within 
the jurisdiction of this Court. In so doing they shall:  

1. Hear and decide cases. 
2. Enter all appropriate orders and judgments 
3. Issue all appropriate warrants. 
4. Keep such records as are required by Ordinance and the Rules of the Tribal Court.  
5. Perform the duties of the clerk in absence of the clerk.  
6. Perform such other acts as are necessary and proper in the administration of the Tribal 

Court. 
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Term of office is two years long. Negotiations for additional terms may be held before the end of 
the current term.    
 
 
Tasks 
 
The Chief Judge is responsible for interpreting the Washoe Law and Order Code, establishing and 
enforcing the Rules of Court, and is responsible for all duties set forth In the Washoe Tribe Law 
and Order Code. As delegated herein by the Tribal Chairman and Tribal Council, the Chief Judge 
is also responsible for the overall and day-to-day administration of the Judicial Services Branch 
of the Washoe Tribal Government, including, but not limited to, oversight of the following: 
 

1. Regulation of all practitioners before the court, including those appearing on their own 
behalf, court advocates, and licensed attorney. In discharging this duty, the Chief Judge 
may put in place Rules of Court, which may be modified from time to time, as the Chief 
Judge deems necessary; and 

2. The Chief Judge shall be required to attend no less than one (1) continuing educational 
training seminar or workshop per contract year in order to keep abreast of all judicial 
matters in Tribal, State, and/or Federal Courts for the benefit of the Tribe. 

 
 
Qualifications of the Chief Judge 
 
The Chief Judge may be any person, whether Indian or non-Indian and whether a resident or non-
resident of the colony, provided such person:  

1. Is twenty-one (21) years of age or older.  
2. Must possess a Doctor of Jurisprudence from an accredited law school.  
3. Must be a member of and in good standing with a State Bar within the United States of 

America.  
4. Has never been convicted of a felony, unless a full pardon has been received for the 

offense.  
5. Has not been convicted of a misdemeanor within the past year.  
6. Is willing to attend training sessions for Tribal Judges.  
7. Minimum education requirement: high school graduate 

 
 
Proposal 
 
Proposals are to include the interested party’s letter of intent, resume, copies of certifications, 
and other relevant documentation supporting your intent to become the Washoe Tribe’s Chief 
Judge. 
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Contact and Date Timeline for submission 
 
Proposals must be received (not postmarked) not later than 4:00 p.m. (PST) on Wednesday, 
March 10, 2023.  Original Proposals may be mailed, hand delivered, or an electronic copy via 
email to General.Counsel@washoetribe.us. 
   
Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California 
Legal Department 
919 Hwy 395 North  
Gardnerville, NV 89410  
Attention:  Joseph Nady 

 
The Washoe Tribe is grateful to the individuals interested in submitting proposals for Chief Judge.  
  
Please contact the Washoe Tribal Legal Department at 775-265-8600 with any questions or for 
additional information.  Thank you. 
 


