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1 REQUEST FOR (an "Indian") 

WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS 

1 { under 25 U.S.C. 1303} 

1 

{under the order of Keweenaw Bay Indian 

Community Tribal court Judges WILLIAM W. 1 

JONDREAU AND VIOLET AIRES} 

Respondent. 1 

Pro se incarcerated petitioners Mr. Gavin Carl Loonsfoot and Mrs. Janelle Joyce Loonsfoot, whom are 

husband and wife, respectfully request that this court grant them this {25 U.S.C. 1303} "Indian" Habeas 

Corpus petition along with the relief they seek and/or any other appropriate relief. Mr. and Mrs. 
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Loonsfoot also request that this court grant them the application to proceed without paying the filing 

fee to proceed that is enclosed with this petition. 

Despite requests to the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community clerk of court and the respondents limited 

access to any legal information or relevant law books that the KBIC tribal court has directed the Baraga 

County Sheriff Department and jail to not allow petitioners access to, there was no "form brief" 

provided for this type of filing, so none was completed by Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot. 

Jurisdiction 

This court has general jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. 1331 and specifically under 25 U.S.C. 1301, et seq. As 

to the requirements that petitioners Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot be an "Indian", they both fulfill that 

requirement as they are enrolled tribal members of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Ojibwa tribe 

of Michigan in Baraga County. Petitioners note that 25 U.S.C. 1303 defines "an Indian" as one subject to 

18 U.S.C. 1153. Since Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot are currently detained under that statute they represent 

that this situation entitles them to file this request. 

Since the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community and their legal system are under this court's jurisdiction, 

they state that this District is the proper venue for this 1303 action. 

Relevant Facts 

Gavin Carl Loonsfoot and Jenelle Joyce Loonsfoot are married and have six minor children. However, 

some of the children have a separate mother or father. Two of the minor children are solely Gavin and 

Jenelle's. Custody of Gavin's Children was awarded to him through the tribal court as the mother of the 

children signed her parental rights over to Gavin to avoid legal consequences that she was involved 

with. Janelle shares custody of her children with the father through a court order with the tribe. Mr. and 

Mrs. Loonsfoot and all of their children are either enrolled tribal members or are eligible for enrollment. 

Gavin was a beartown firefighter and had been in a fatal vehicle accident while working as a firefighter 

on August 27, 2016 through a program with the KBIC and Bureau of Indian Affairs. The accident resulted 

in a substantial lawsuit against the KBIC's insurance policy and subsequent civil suit in tribal court 

alleging negligence by a majority of the KBIC tribal council members and employees of the tribe. Gavin is 

one of the two remaining survivors to still not have accepted a settlement offer. Gavin turned down the 

latest offer just prior to the legal actions taken by the KBIC officials against his family. On March 24, 

2021 KBIC tribal social services visited the home of Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot and their children three 

times throughout the day. The second visit tribal social services worker Brianna Fish and tribal social 

services director Alex Mayo and Det Sgt. Dale Goodreau made contact with the family. According to the 

two social services workers they had received allegations of two of the children possibly ingesting drugs. 
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None of the children were showing any signs of ingesting anything of that nature. There wasn't any kind 

of hospital visit or report of any of the children having in fact ingested any kind of substance or drug. 

Eventually, on tribal social services third visit they came with tribal police officers Tony Loonsfoot and 

Alden Connor and a signed and sworn by affiant warrant by Det Sgt. Dale Goodreau of the KBIC tribal 

police. The warrant stated the person, place, and thing to be seized was the home of Gavin and Janelle, 

and blood draws from Gavin, Janelle, and two of their children. The warrant stated to seize not only the 

blood from Janelle, Gavin, and two of their children, but any and all cellphones, log books, journals, 

notebooks, or anything that could be related to proving drug distribution. The tribal police made the 

family go to the Baraga County hospital where the blood draw would happen. Janelle refused the blood 

draw so the tribal police arrested her for disobeying a lawful court order. Janelle would also be arrested 

on child neglect charges because she was going to be put in jail and could not care for the children 

according to these tribal officials. Gavin somehow became unresponsive and is unsure what ha·d 

happened but a discharge summary given to the tribal prosecutor from Marquette General Hospital 

revealed Baraga County Hospital had given him the blood draw "although he looked fatigued." The 

report noted that there were two minor children in Gavin's vehicle and that police were monitoring 

them while Gavin was having his blood drawn. The report states approximately 3 hours later Gavin was 

noted to be slumped over in his car with the two minor children. Police brought Gavin into the ER and 

child protective services took the minor children into custody. Marquette General's report references an 

unknown report, possibly from Baraga County Hospital or Tribal Police, on the situation that eventually 

led to Gavin being admitted to Marquette General. The report did not indicate how Gavin was 

transported to Marquette General or why. The report seemed to indicate that Gavin was brought back 

to health at the Baraga Hospital although still "obtunded." Marquette General continues to reference an 

unknown report that Gavin was given two 2mg doses of Narcan but was minimally affected. The report 

says he suffered acute hypoxic respiratory failure, secondary to polysubstance overdose. It also states 

that Gavin's blood test results indicated he failed for several controlled substances. Once the issue of 

Gavin not knowing where Marquette General was getting their information from was brought up the 

tribal prosecutor was then able to produce a medical report from Baraga County indicating that the drug 

test results were from a urine analysis conducted while Gavin was being treated in the emergency room 

visit at Baraga County Hospital which Gavin would be protected under HIPPA laws from anyone 

acquiring that information. Marquette General Hospital and Baraga County Hospital both refused to give 

medical attention to Gavin in the past due to a conflict of interest stemming from the accident and 

subsequent lawsuits. Janelle was scheduled for a court hearing by KBIC to be held on Friday the 26th of 

March. The court then changed her hearing to the 25th without any prior notice. Janelle was put on bond 

and probation immediately without any sort of representation. On Monday the 5th of April 2021,_ at the 

tribal court building where Janelle was ordered to report, she was arrested because her bond had been 

revoked. The court revoked her bond because they said she had no way for the court to contact her and 

didn't have a residence even though the court had ordered that her phone be seized and she was 

evicted from her tribal housing home to her knowledge. Janelle then had an arraignment and a 

preliminary hearing of neglect where she was given a court appointed attorney for the neglect hearing 

and the attorney told her, "if she did not agree to the allegations, she would never see her kids again." 

Judge William W. Jondreau multiplied Janelle's punishment for her charges and her fines by four ties 

what the actual punishment would be according the tribal code. Janelle and Gavin Remain incarcerated 

at the Baraga County Sheriff Department and Jail where they continue to request law books and they 

are denied. At one point Gavin had an attorney from Michigan Indian Legal Services willing to represent 
• 
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him and when the attorney contacted the tribal court to inform them she would be representing him 

they told her he already had an attorney. After Gavin appeared at two hearings without an attorney he 

had contacted the attorney from MILS and she informed him the court told her that he already had an 

attorney. Once the MILS attorney became interested into why they would tell her that and inquired with 

the court, the court appointed Gavin an attorney. Gavin had this court appointed attorney before in 

other matters before the tribal court and the attorney told him that the tribal court has a deal that a 

court appointed attorney cant file appeals if he is a court appointed attorney for the tribal court. Janelle 

had filed an appeal and request to stay proceedings to the best of her ability on her own before she was 
appointed an attorney and Judge William W. Jandreau stated on record that they will be moving 

forward regardless of an appeal. Janelle and Gavin were given a copy of the old appeals process at first 

then were told they had to follow a new process when they inquired into what was going on with the 
appeal. They then followed the new appeals process but haven't heard anything on the matter except 

Judge Jandreau stating they were moving forward. It is apparent the appeal was never filed with the 

appellate division of the tribal court. Gavin had suffered 27 broken bones and undergone 15 surgeries 

and is being denied any of his medications while incarcerated. He has filed requests and grievances with 

the sheriff department and tribal court. The only response he was given was that they don't give out 

medications anymore because the employees of the jail were abusing the inmates prescriptions. The 

Judges have been switched around and the hearings are constantly changing and moving rapidly for 

Gavin and Janelle. The tribal court has confused this situation with paperwork and rescheduling court 

hearings to the point where a lot of the actions taken by these officials are not understandable. Gavin 

and Janelle are being charged with the same crimes criminally and civilly. They contest that either of the 

Judges are competent to hear these cases and believe they are not licensed to practice law in any 

jurisdiction. 

SUMMARY OF CLAIMS 

The Indian Civil Rights Act affords Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot the opportunity to seek relief in this court 

once they have exhausted all tribal court remedies. Given the fact that Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot have not 

been able to access law books as they have requested and as their right to have law books they pray this 

court will understand and grant them some latitude in their legal arguments as they cannot site specific 

laws and cases, and that this court understand any errors made by them in this petition should not be 

held against the decision of accepting this petition as there was no format instruction or proper forms 

available to them. Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot Know their rights are being violated as the right to being 

innocent until proven guilty being the main focus. Never were the children in immediate danger. Tribal 

social services and tribal police caused Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot to not be able to care for their minor 

children by having them incarcerated. The fact that the tribal court, even though has an appeals process 

available, the court refuses to entertain that avenue of relief to them. Therefore they have exhausted all 

of their remedies in tribal court fulfilling the tribal exhaustion rule which would then allow Mr. and Mrs. 

Loonsfoot to seek relief in this venue. Tribal social services and tribal police obtained a warrant to take 

blood from Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot and two of their minor children from allegations without ever giving 

them the actual probable cause to the warrant. Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot have requested several times 

and filed a bill of particulars requesting the probable cause to the warrant and haven't been given 

anything. This would violate their rights to due process and illegal search and seizure rights. Additionally, 

the court proceedings are moving very fast and are constantly changing allowing for an extreme 
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miscarriage of Justice where the potential for Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot to lose their parental rights is 

great. This would ultimately be a collateral attack that would be very detrimental for the entire 

Loonsfoot family. Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot and t heir family have been dealing with a lot more retaliation 

from KBIC officials and government that hasn't been this extreme because, they believe, the lawsuit 

against certain officials. They also believe these officials are attempting to cover up illegal acts 

committed involving appropriations of the money owed to the firefighters and wont stop until Gavin 

accepts the deal that is being offered to him, which he now is being told he accepted even though he 

hasn't signed anything stating he did accept the settlement. They are scared for their safety and 

wellbeing as the harassment and threats and deceit backed promises continue to happen in one form or 

another. 

RELIEF SOUGHT 

Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot request this court accept this petition for writ of habeas corpus and attached 

form to proceed without paying the filing fee and to take action on find ing a way to intervene in 

correcting the errors in the tribal court procedures and orders, that have been executed on them and 

their family, as there are many other community members who are affected by similar wrong doings of 

the tribal court. Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot request any and all relief and assistance this court can make 

available to remedy their rights that were violated and to stay all proceedings. They request that the 

warrant executed by tribal police be looked at for legality and to be given the probable cause. They 

request that they both be released from the Baraga County Jail and their children be returned to their 

custody immediately as they should be presumed innocent until proven guilty and have the right to be 

released on their own personal recognizance. They pray this court will understand that without any 

oversight into what the KBIC tribal court is doing in conducting themselves this way, by an agency with 

the authority to do so, it will be impossible for any of the family to have a fair opportunity regarding any 

of the cases being heard and decided by KBIC tribal court. Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot request the 

opportunity of leave to amend, supplant, remove, or modify any relief sought if the court feels 

necessary to accept this petition. They request relief from KBIC tribal court as the penalties imposed by 

them will only become more harsh and more illegal causing a collateral attack. Finally, Mr. and Mrs. 

Loonsfoot requests that this court understand that it was very difficult for them to have someone type 

this petition for them and to address the issues they are trying represent and that they are limited to 

being able to get the proper tribal court documents this court may need to decide this matter and that 

this court may request the tribal court to produce any and all court documents relevant to these 

matters. 

In the interest of fairness and justice Mr. and Mrs. Loonsfoot requests any and all forms of available 

relief. 
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VERIFICATION 

I Jenelle Joyce Loonsfoot, affirm under penalty of perj~ry, and under the laws of the State of Michigan, 

have read and understand everything contained herein and that it is true and correct. 

~I 
1

........,..1 <~:bd;;zt-:~ _____ ----:cSign r.,--
I Gavin Carl Loonsfoot, affirm under penalty of perjury, and under the laws of the State of Michigan, 

have read and understand everything contained herein and that it is t rue and correct. 

(/ -£t-g10{ date 
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