
All Roads Lead to Chaco Canyon: 
Revitalizing Trade Between Native Nations 

 

Day 1: Friday, March 23, 2018 

Location: Casino Del Sol Ballroom C 

Time   Topic        Speaker(s) 

3:00-4:00   Registration/Networking 

4:00-4:15   Opening Remarks      Adam Crepelle 

4:15-4:25  Blessing        Thomasa, T.O.N. Elder 

4:30-5:00  The Wolf of Indian Country     Joseph Austin, Esq. 

Description: Mr. Austin talks about his doctoral research in the area of international trade and 

indigenous peoples and shares his vision for Native Nations as players in the global economy 

5:00-5:30  Federal Indian Law      Bruce Duthu 

Description: Mr. Duthu explores how federal Indian law and federal statutes create obstacles for 

Native Nations in pursuing trade and economic development 

5:30-6:00  Panel Discussion 1: The History of Trade & Current State of Native Nations 

Bruce Duthu 

Chase Velasquez 

Melissa Tatum 

*10 minutes for each panelist* 

6:00-6:15  Break 

6:15-7:30  Open Floor Discussion with Panelists    

Focus: exploring the history behind Native trade prior to European contact; exploring questions 

related to the current state of Native Nations; exploring questions concerning current methods of 

economic development; exploring questions related to the future of Native Nations politically, 

socially, and economically 

Moderators: Joe Austin & Adam Crepelle 

7:30 p.m.  Dinner & Keynote Address     Justice Raymond Austin 

  



Day 2: Saturday, March 24, 2018 

Location: University of Arizona, James E. Rogers College of Law 

Time   Topic        Speaker(s) 

9:00-9:30  Registration, Networking, & NALSA Auction      

9:30-9:35  Welcome Address      Dean Marc Miller 

9:35-9:45  Recap and Introduction to Day 2     Adam Crepelle 

9:45-10:30  The Ho-Chunk Model      Lance Morgan 

Description: Mr. Morgan discusses current trade trends and trade agreements negotiated by Native 

Nations, using Ho-Chunk as an example 

10:30-11:00  Reservation Capitalism      Robert Miller 

Description: Mr. Miller talks about the history of trade between Native Nations and how they can 

use international trade as a means of economic development 

11:00-11:30  Panel Discussion 2: The Native Trade Organization  

 Robert Miller 

 Rebecca Tsosie 

 Marshall Pierite 

*10 minutes for each panelist* 

11:30-11:45  Break 

11:45-1:00  Open Floor Discussion with Panelists  

Focus: exploring questions related to transactions between Native Nations; exploring how Native 

Nations can revitalize trade amongst themselves; exploring how Native Nations can trade with 

indigenous peoples around the world; exploring how Native Nations can build a trade network; 

exploring current trade agreements and current trade trends 

Moderators: Joe Austin & Adam Crepelle 

1:00-2:00  Lunch 

2:00-2:30  Flexing Native Sovereignty: International Relations  Rebecca Tsosie 

Description: Professor Tsosie discusses how Native Nations can build/rebuild their governments 

and institutions with international trade in mind; exercising a new form of sovereignty—international 

relations 

2:30-3:00  The International Trade Model     Dr. Boris Kozolchyk 

Description: Dr. Kozolchyk discusses global trade frameworks, theories, and principles—basically, 

what is international trade? How does international trade work and what are the best practices? 



2:30-3:00  Panel Discussion 3: Thinking and Playing Internationally   

Boris Kozolchyk 

Joseph Austin 

Alan Parker 

*10 minutes for each panelist* 

3:00-4:15  Open Floor Discussion with Panelists     

Focus: exploring questions related to foreign investment by and in Native corporations and 

companies; exploring how Native Nations can participate in global trade; exploring how Native 

Nations can benefit from international trade agreements such as NAFTA; exploring how Native 

Nations can make trade agreements with countries outside the United States 

Moderators: Joe Austin & Adam Crepelle 

4:20-4:35  Closing Remarks       Joe Austin 

4:35-4:45  Prayer        Ernest Sickey 

5:00 p.m.  Reception & NALSA Auction Ends 

  



Description of the Conference: 

International trade and international relations are not new concepts to the indigenous peoples of the world. Native Nations 

in the western hemisphere once had expansive trade networks that extended from Canada to South America. Those trade 

networks were disrupted during European contact and have laid dormant ever since. This conference brings together 

indigenous leaders and experts in various fields to answer one question: how can indigenous peoples use the global trade 

model to revitalize trade networks domestically and internationally? Join the discussion on March 23-24, 2018 at Casino del 

Sol and University of Arizona, James E. Rogers College of Law, to see how even in this modern economic era, All Roads 

Lead to Chaco Canyon. 

Since the creation of the United States, the federal government has sought control over Native trade, land, and resources. 

Consequently, many Native Nations have high poverty rates, low employment rates, minimal political and economic 

development, and no entrepreneurial endeavors. This conference shifts the conversation to the possibility of Native Nations 

exploring an uncharted territory—international trade. The conference hinges on a simple idea: suppose Native Nation A 

negotiates a trade deal with Native Nation B. The questions that arise are: 

 Can the states tax a transaction between two Native Nations?  

 If a dispute arises, should it be resolved in tribal court? Federal court? What laws govern the transaction? 

 Should Native Nations establish trade offices and have trade representatives? Maybe establish an international 

institution similar to the World Trade Organization? 

 What kind of impact will federal Indian law have on trade between Native Nations? What about the Indian 

commerce clause and Indian trader statutes? 

 Will the federal government intervene in international trade transactions between Native Nations? 

 What must Native Nations do in order to participate in trade deals with other nations? 

 Should Native Nations negotiate and implement an international instrument to govern trade deals between 

themselves similar to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade? 

Speakers & Panelists: 

 Lance Morgan (Founder & CEO of Ho-Chunk, Inc.) 

 Raymond D. Austin (Justice Emeritus of the Navajo Nation Supreme Court) 

 Robert Miller (Professor at ASU College of Law & Chief Justice of Grand Ronde Tribe) 

 Bruce Duthu (Professor at Dartmouth College) 

 Melissa Tatum (Professor at UofA College of Law) 

 Rebecca Tsosie (Regents Professor at UofA College of Law) 

 David Sickey (Chairman of Coushatta Nation) 

 Chase Velasquez (Assistant Attorney General San Carlos Apache) 

 Marshall Pierite (Founder & CEO of the Pierite Group) 

 Boris Kozolchyk (Founding Director of NatLaw) 

 Joseph Austin (Attorney & CEO of OSA) 

 Alan Parker (Professor at Maori Indigenous University) 

Conference Organizers & Partners: 

This conference is organized by Joseph Austin (S.J.D. candidate) and Adam Crepelle (LL.M. candidate), both students at 

the University of Arizona, James E. Rogers College of Law. Their efforts are supported by the law college, along with its 

affiliate programs the International Economic Law & Policy Program and the Indigenous Peoples Law & Policy Program. 

Because of the conference’s subject matter and innovative topics, it has been endorsed, supported, and sponsored by the 

National Law Center for Inter-American Free Trade (NatLaw). Accordingly, NatLaw is a partner of the conference. 



Featured Speaker: 

Lance Morgan (Founder & CEO of Ho-Chunk, Inc.)—Since founding Ho-Chunk, Inc. in 1994, Mr. Morgan took the 

company from zero revenue and one employee to a $155 million tribal conglomerate with 1,400 employees.  Under Mr. 

Morgan’s leadership, Ho-Chunk, Inc. has become an award-winning economic development corporation of the Winnebago 

Tribe of Nebraska and a model for Native corporations to emulate. Mr. Morgan is also an attorney for Fredericks Peebles & 

Morgan. During his career as an attorney, he has helped several tribes evaluate their economies and assisted them in 

establishing economic diversification and corporate legal structures. 

Keynote Speaker: 

Dr. Raymond D. Austin (Justice Emeritus of the Navajo Nation Supreme Court & Professor at NAU)—Dr. Austin, author of 

Navajo Courts and Navajo Common Law, served 16 years on the Navajo Nation Supreme Court. During his time on the 

bench, Dr. Austin and his colleagues formalized the use of Navajo common law in judicial decision making and established 

the peacemaking program, the Navajo method of dispute resolution. Their efforts resulted in the Navajo Nation becoming 

renowned among indigenous peoples and other nations around the world. Dr. Austin continues his work with indigenous 

peoples, teaching law, governance, and nation building. Currently, he is a professor of applied indigenous studies at 

Northern Arizona University. 

Notable Speaker on International Trade and Business: 

Dr. Boris Kozolchyk (Founding Director of NatLaw)—Dr. Kozolchyk has over 40 years of experience working in the area of 

international banking and commercial law. He developed tools and methods for countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin 

America to use for economic development, which involved comparative law, banking law, and secured transactions law. Dr. 

Kozolchyk is also known for his work involving making law and selecting best practices for the implementation of NAFTA. 

He holds the following degrees: S.J.D. (U. of Mich. School of Law); LL.M. (U. of Mich. School of Law); LL.B. (U. of 

Miami School of Law); Diplome de Droit Compare (Faculte International de Droit Compare, Luxembourg); Doctorate in 

Civil Law (U. of Havana). His work and education credentials have earned him the title of an internationally recognized 

expert and scholar in various fields of international banking and commercial law. 

Schedule Overview: 

Friday, March 23—join us at the Casino Del Sol, 3:00 pm – 7:30 pm, as indigenous leaders and experts talk about how 

Native Nations can revitalize trade networks and use international trade as a means of economic development in Indian 

Country; reception/dinner to follow 

Saturday, March 24—listen and participate in two panel discussions at the University of Arizona, James E. Rogers College of 

Law, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm; panelists will discuss the current trade trends in Indian Country, how Native Nations can establish 

a trade network, and the different ways to participate in global trade  


