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August 29, 2017 

Dear President Trump: 

The Native American Bar Association of Washington, D.C. (NABA-DC) 
denounces the message and violence spread during the Unite the Right Rally 
held in Charlottesville, Virginia, and supports removal of confederate statues 
and monuments.   

NABA-DC is committed to promoting the sovereignty of tribes and their 
communities; protecting the legal rights of Native people, their communities, 
and their tribes; providing community outreach and education about legal 
issues that affect Native people; and promoting the cultural heritage of Native 
people, their communities, and their tribes.  NABA-DC also works to support 
other minority bar associations.  

Advocating for the supremacy of the white race over minority and 
marginalized populations—which is the message of those organizing and 
partaking in the Unite the Right Rally—has no place in today’s America.  This 
country was built on the subjugation of and violence against Native people in 
order to benefit foreign colonizers.  The children of those colonizers then 
enslaved and committed violence against our African American brothers and 
sisters.  Although there is a long journey ahead of us, we as a country have 
made great strides in equally valuing all human life since these dark times.  
We must not be silent while some seek to reduce our progress to rubble.  We 
add our voices to the widespread outcry condemning white supremacy, racial 
slurs, and threats to the rights and physical safety of marginalized populations.      

We stand by the First Amendment’s protection of free speech, and we have 
exercised it ourselves to advocate on behalf of Native people.  However, 
statements made explicitly to threaten their targets and to incite violence do 
not qualify as protected speech.   
 
Removal of statues and monuments commemorating individuals who 
committed violence against and impinged on the rights of marginalized 
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populations is more important now than ever.  It signals that this country no longer 
condones racist and violent actions.  Remembering our country’s more violent and 
oppressive past is important, but taking steps to make clear that we do not celebrate that 
past is equally important.  

Each time a member of a marginalized population is forced to walk past one of these 
monuments, especially when located outside a government building, he or she is 
reminded that America did harm against his or her ancestors and continues to celebrate 
and perpetuate that harm.  That the effects of racism linger on today in the minds of 
individual Americans and also in the fabric of our governing institutions makes these 
commemorations even more harmful.  Racism is not a thing of the past. 

The Native community is familiar with the harm caused by present-day celebrations of 
past acts of racism and aggression.  One such example is the many commemorations to 
Christopher Columbus, a man who committed mass and intentional genocide against 
Native people but is celebrated in a federal holiday and countless statues across the 
country.  Every October for an entire day, Native people are forced to endure their 
government’s pride in an individual who killed their people—thereby sowing the seeds 
of doubt regarding their value in the eyes of their government today.    

We ask that you and other governmental actors take steps to prevent racist and violent 
events like the Unite the Right Rally from occurring in the future, while allowing for 
legitimate speech protected by the First Amendment.  We also ask that you support the 
removal of celebratory markers commemorating individuals who committed violence 
against and impinged on the rights of marginalized populations. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Governing Board 
Native American Bar Association of Washington, D.C. 
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