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Reduce Violence, Restore Trust  
Make Use of Deadly Force the Last Resort 

SB 5000 /HB 1000 
 

Our Laws Should Reflect our Values – Liberty, Dignity, Respect 
The liberty interests of each person is key to democracy.  Every person’s life has inherent value. Each 
person should be treated with dignity and respect.  Our law enforcement agencies have a significant 
role in promoting and protecting these values in our communities.  Central to this is how police 
manage their authority to use deadly force.  Police Executive Research Forum Taking Policing to a 
Higher Standard:  30 Guiding Principles. January 29, 2016. 
 
Washington can be a model for the nation. 
The Joint Legislative Task on Use of Deadly Force in Policing has recommended that the “without 
malice and with a good faith belief” defense should be removed from State Law to improve police 
accountability.  We applaud their work and are working on closing the other gaps in state law. 
 
The heart of this campaign is to reduce violence.   
The goal is to reduce violent interactions by making use of deadly force the last resort, and other 
tactics the first resort.  Police have to make split second decisions, and focusing on these tactics will 
reduce the frequency of use of deadly force.  Police should use deadly force only if necessary. 
 
This proposal: 

 Includes Joint Legislative Task Force proposed recommendation C1, which takes steps to reduce 
violence and increase public safety, and adopted recommendation B2, which removes malice 
and good faith. 

 Reflects the promising practices recommended by the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) 
and the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing. 

Washington can be a leader by aligning our state law on use of deadly force with these 
recommendations.  

Revise RCW 9A.16.040 so that:  

 Sanctity of Life is the paramount value. 

 Use of deadly force is a last resort. 

 De-escalation and less lethal alternatives are the first resort. 

 Deadly force is used only when “necessary.” 

 The force used by police is proportional to the threat the officer or third party faces. 

 Accountability includes criminal liability for uses of force that are not justified. 

 
Expected Outcomes  
A law that: 

 Honors the role of law enforcement to maintain public safety. 

 Reflects community values. 

 Fosters accountability and builds public trust. 
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 Guiding Principles on Use of Deadly Force from 
Police Executive Research Forum  

Concerning the use of deadly force by law 
enforcement and corrections officer – Bill Draft 

Principle #1. Sanctity of Life.  This extends to police, 
the public, and suspects.  Emphasis is on “dignity and 
respect.” 

Pg. 2 line 1. Sanctity of Life statement included in 
Intent Section.   Throughout the draft all uses of 
deadly force, except capital punishment, are 
restricted to situations where the threat is 
imminent and the use of deadly force is necessary. 

Principle #2. Implement a higher standard than 
Graham v. Connor, which established the 
“objectively reasonable” test, and required that 
force be both reasonable and necessary.  Graham v. 
Connor recognized the “split second decisions” that 
officers face.  Sanctity of life, which is principle #1, 
requires in order to make “use of deadly force” 
necessary as a last resort, other tactics have to be 
put in play, including warning, de-escalation, and 
alternatives to deadly force.  This protects the officer 
and the public and drives policies on slowing down.   

Adds the word “imminent” throughout the draft to 
make the nature of the threat clear.  
Pg. 3 line 32. Removes “without malice and with a 
good faith belief” defense to and adds a reasonable 
officer standard. 
Pg. 3 line 38. Clear warning required unless futile. 
 Pg. 4 line 7. “Last resort,” “de-escalation,” and less 
lethal alternatives in definition of “necessary.” 
Pg. 4 line 12. “Reasonably believes” is defined. 
Pg. 4 line 16. “Imminent” defined. 
 

Principle #3. Proportionality.  PERF poses the 
question “Am I using only the level of force 
necessary to mitigate the threat and safely achieve a 
lawful objective?” 

Pg. 4 line 10. The revised definition of “necessary” 
reflects the connection of the proportionality 
principle to the threat presented. 

Principle #4.  De-escalation.  PERF states it should be 
made clear that de-escalation is “the preferred, 
tactically sound approach in many critical incidents.” 

 Pg. 4 line 7. “De-escalation” is added to definition 
of “necessary”.   

Principle #8.  Shooting at Vehicles Prohibited Pg. 4 line 24. Specific restriction regarding shooting 
at or from vehicles is added to the statute. 

Principle #9. Prohibit use of deadly force against 
individuals who pose a danger only to themselves. 

Existing law uses the phrase “harm to others” or 
“third party.”  Changes made throughout draft for 
consistency.  
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