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CENTRAL COUNCIL

TfiyyitandT-faida Ondian Trihes of
Office of the President • Edward K. Thomas Building
9097 Glacier Highway • Juneau, Alaska 99801

May 31, 2016

Senate Select Committee on Indian Affairs

838 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Washington, D.C. 20240
Sent by email to: testimonY@indian.senate.gov

Dear Senate Select Committee on Indian Affairs:

The Central Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska ("Central Council") offers
written comments to supplement the hearing held on May 18, 2016 on Senate Bills 2920 and 2785. We
are appreciative that the Senate Select Committee on Indian Affairs is proactively looking at
reauthorization of Tribal Law and Order Act (TLOA) and also to close jurisdictional gaps of 25 USC
1304, the Special Domestic Violence Court Jurisdiction over non-Indians section.

This letter will begin with a brief overview of our Tribe, followed by general comments about
the unique legal issues to Alaska, and specific recommendations about the proposed bills. It is worth
stating upfront that the Supreme Court case in the Native Village ofVenetie, along with the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) have created a challenging situation for Alaska Native Villages
and Tribes to address village safety issues, especially as it relates to accountability of criminal
defendants and domestic violence perpetrators. We ask that the Senate consider a legislative fix to these
jurisdictional issues.

WHO WE ARE

Central Council is a federally recognized Tribal government for Alaska's Tlingit and Haida
population, with more than 30,000 tribal citizens worldwide. Central Council is one of approximately
229 federally recognized tribes in the State of Alaska. Alaska tribes comprise nearly 40% of all
federally recognized tribes in the United States.

On September 4, 2007, Central Council began operating a formal, regional tribal court, located in
Juneau, Alaska, to provide child support services to 20 villages and communities that are spread over
43,000 square miles within the Alaska Panhandle. The region encompasses a 525-mile strip of coastline
and interior waterways, bordered by Canada on the north, south, and east, with the Gulf of Alaska on the
west. There is no road system linking Southeast Alaska communities; therefore, communities can only
be reached by airplane, boat or ferry.

Prior to 2007, the tribal court had elected judges but no budget for staffing or operation of tribal
court. This all changed when the Tribe applied for and received Title IV-D funding to open a tribal
child support agency. This funding source allowed the tribe to hire one judge and one court clerk to hear
paternity, child support order establishment and enforcement for cases involving children enrolled or
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