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Lawsuit Alleges Sex Discrimination and Violations of Due Process by Navajo Housing Authority 

 

Victims of Domestic Violence Living in Public Housing Must Choose between Homelessness and 

Continued Abuse, as Navajo Housing Authority Policies Allow Victims and their Children to be Evicted 

upon Reporting Domestic Violence.   

 

WINDOW ROCK, NAVAJO NATION. On March 7, 2016, DNA – People’s Legal Services, Inc. 

(DNA) filed a lawsuit in Navajo Nation District Court alleging that the Navajo Housing Authority’s 

(NHA) policy to evict entire families for domestic violence inflicted against them violates Navajo 

Traditional Law and the Navajo Nation Bill of Rights. The lawsuit involves a grandmother who, along 

with her two daughters and two grandchildren, was evicted from her NHA home days after a boyfriend 

shot at and threatened to kill the family.  

 

Victims of domestic violence are overwhelmingly women. The United States Department of Justice 

reports that nationally women are five times as likely as men to experience domestic violence. The 

United States Bureau of Justice reports that Native American women are victimized at more than double 

the rate of other racial groups. Other factors found to increase the risk of domestic violence apply to 

tenants of NHA, including residing in a rural area, having a low annual household income, and living in 

rental housing.  

 

“As an agency of the Navajo Nation, NHA has the legal obligation to ensure that its tenants’ due process 

and equal protection rights are upheld when determining housing denials. Given the high rate of 

domestic violence committed against Navajo women, eviction policies which target victims of domestic 

violence necessarily target women. Even if the agency does not intend to discriminate against women, 

NHA’s eviction policies are harmful to women as a group, and thus unlawful under the Navajo Nation 

Bill of Rights. Such discrimination also violates the importance that Navajo Traditional Law places on 

women and the home. If discriminatory policies lead more women to be evicted, how can families 

practice our matrilocal tradition? How can women serve their traditional role as head of household?” 

said Diana Alessandro, Senior Attorney of DNA, and attorney for the evicted family. 

 



 

       

 

“When public housing agencies evict women and children for domestic violence committed against 

them, victims learn that they cannot report abuse, as doing so leaves themselves and their children 

vulnerable to homelessness. As a result, eviction policies like NHA’s shroud the crime of domestic 

violence in silence, which only makes it easier for abusers to continue to hurt families,” stated Emily 

Soli, of DNA, attorney for the evicted family. “By placing obstacles in the path of those trying to end 

abusive relationships, NHA’s policies make housing communities less safe. Women are forced into an 

impossible choice: to expose themselves and their children to continued abuse or to expose themselves 

and their children to homelessness.” 

 

The lawsuit also alleges that NHA violates its tenants’ due process rights in failing to follow the 

agency’s rules regarding notice and evictions. According to the lawsuit, NHA provides only oral notice 

of the housing authority’s intent to terminate a tenant’s lease, rather than the requisite written notice that 

includes the tenant’s appeal rights. This leaves tenants alleged to have violated their lease or NHA’s 

policies with neither proper notice nor the opportunity to be heard.   

 

“NHA’s violations of tenants’ rights to due process and equal protection of the law have grave 

consequences for families, especially given the scarcity of affordable housing on the Navajo Nation. 

Policies which cause families to endure domestic abuse silently and practices which allow for evictions 

without due process are not only unjust and unlawful, but they also impact public health and public 

safety on the Navajo Nation – especially as applied to our children,” said T.J. Holgate, retired Navajo 

Nation Judge and current Executive Director of DNA.  

 

The goal of the lawsuit is to restore housing to the wrongfully evicted family and to change NHA’s 

policies so that victims are no longer evicted for the crimes of their abusers.   

     

   

 

 

 

 

 


