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Workshop Summary 
 

 On July 7th the United States government raided the Alturas Indian Rancheria and the Pit 
River Tribe in Northern California and seized approximately 12,000 marijuana plants that had 
allegedly been cultivated by the tribes in partnership with a Canadian developer previously 
convicted of marijuana-related crimes.  Based on comments from the U.S. attorney’s office, the 
plants were seized because “large-scale commercial marijuana grows on tribal lands have the 
potential to introduce quantities of marijuana in a manner that violates federal law, is not 
consistent with California’s Compassionate Use Act, and undermines locally enacted marijuana 
regulations.” 
 
 And in a recent development, on September 22nd, the Mendocino County Sheriff raided 
and seized approximately 400 plants at the Pinoleville Pomo Nation.   
 

Since the United States Department of Justice issued its “Policy Statement Regarding 
Marijuana Issues in Indian Country” on October 28, 2014, Indian nations and tribes throughout 
the United States – and particularly California – have been considering whether to legalize 
marijuana for medicinal, agricultural, or recreational use on par with state/local governments.   

 
Twenty-three states and the District of Columbia have legalized marijuana for medicinal 

use and another four and the District of Columbia have legalized it for recreational use for 
anyone over age 21.  The U.S. House of Representatives has recently passed several bills that 
would recognize state-licensed marijuana distribution under certain circumstances.  And the 
State of California and local governments continue to evolve their own laws regulating 
marijuana, including passage of recent state legislation an anticipated referendum in 2016.    

 
For tribal governments in California considering legalizing marijuana within their 

territories for medicinal or commercial purposes, there are many difficult considerations to 
address.  Marijuana remains a Class I controlled substance illegal under federal law, yet the DOJ 
guidance memoranda sets enforcement priorities that must be met for federal recognition of 
tribal sovereignty.  Moreover, California is a Public Law 280 state that gives rise to state and 
county criminal jurisdiction over tribal lands.   



   
 
 

 
 

 
How can tribal governments best self-govern on marijuana issues, especially following 

the Alturas, Pit River, and Pinoleville raids?  What can tribes do to ensure consistency with 
rapidly evolving federal, state, and local law and policy regulating marijuana?  Should tribal 
governments become more involved in the political process to protect tribal sovereignty to 
regulate marijuana?  Should California tribes organize to protect tribal sovereignty to regulate 
marijuana? And how can California tribes protect against pending federal legislation that would 
cut off federal funds of tribes involved in marijuana initiatives?     

 
Who Should Attend 

 
 The “Tribal Marijuana in California” workshop will appeal to a wide variety of 
individuals interested in understanding the legal and business considerations implicated in 
pursuing marijuana legalization in Indian Country in California: 

 
• Tribal government officials and business managers interested in generating new 

government revenues and providing cannabis-based medicines within their territories 
 

• Indian and non-Indian investors, cannabis businesses and ancillary service providers 
looking to expand into Indian Country 
 

About the Presenters 
 

 Robert Odawi Porter, Esq. is one of the leading attorneys in the United States 
protecting American Indian tribal government sovereignty and treaty rights.  Rob’s unique 
background as an in-house tribal attorney, a tribal business executive, and an elected president of 
the Seneca Nation of Indians, as well as having served as a tenured professor of Indian law at 
three national universities, gives him an unparalleled experience platform to assist his tribal 
clients exploring in seizing opportunities and resolving complex issues at the intersection of law, 
politics, business, and social policy issue in Indian Country.  
 
  Robert McVay, Esq. (Harris Moure PLLC, Seattle Washington) provides domestic and 
international clients with the business law advice they need to plan, protect, and expand their 
cannabis businesses.  He works closely with companies and entrepreneurs at every stage of 
development to assess their legal needs and to pursue their long-term goals.  Robert has assisted 
countless clients with corporate formation, complex corporate transactions, regulatory 
compliance, and intellectual property protection.  
 
 Marc Burgat, MB Advocacy (Sacramento, California) has more than 20 years of 
experience in public policy, government, politics, telecommunications and advocacy.  Marc has 
served the California Chamber of Commerce as vice president, government relations where he 
also oversaw the CalChamber public policy team of lobbyists and served as its chief policy 
advocate and spokesperson.  He has also served as director of governmental affairs for the 
California Cable and Telecommunications Association, where he directed all state legislative 



   
 
 

 
 

activities and as chief legislative representative for the City of Los Angeles under Mayor James 
Hahn. Marc has served as a chief of staff and senior consultant in the California State Assembly.   

 
Registration and Additional Information 

 
Registration Information: No charge for tribal government officials 
 
    $100 for tribal citizens and members 
 
    $200 for all others 
 

All attendees must pre-register at:  
 
http://tribalmjcalifornia.eventbrite.com/ 

 
More Information:  Please contact Madeline Williams at events@harrismoure.com  
    or (206) 224-5657 
 
 
  



   
 
 

 
 

TRIBAL MARIJUANA IN CALIFORNIA 

1:00-5:00 p.m. 
(check-in starts at 12:30 p.m.) 

Embassy Suites 
100 Capitol Mall 

Sacramento, California 
 

Agenda 

12:30 p.m.  Registration 

1:00 p.m. Introduction and Overview of Current Tribal Marijuana Development 
Activity within the United States   

    Robert Odawi Porter 

1:30 p.m.  California Marijuana Law Update and the Role of Local Governments 

    Robert McVay 

2:00 p.m. Federal Law, Public Law 280 and Marijuana Development in California 
Indian Country 

    Robert Odawi Porter 

2:45 p.m. Establishing a “Robust” Tribal Marijuana and Hemp Regulatory 
System to Maximize Federal and State Recognition   

    Robert McVay 
 
    Robert Odawi Porter 
 
3:30 p.m. Developing a Government Relations Strategy to Ensure Tribal 

Sovereignty Over Marijuana in California and Nationally 

    Marc Burgat 

    Robert Odawi Porter 

4:30 p.m.  Conclusion and Question and Answers 

    All presenters 

5-6 p.m.  Optional – Discussion Meeting for Tribal Leaders Only  
 


