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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR  
THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA 

 
 
(1) THE CADDO NATION OF OKLAHOMA, and ) 
(2) BRENDA EDWARDS, in her capacity as  ) 
Chairman of  The Caddo Nation of Oklahoma, ) 
       )   
  Plaintiffs,    ) 
       ) 
vs.       ) Case No. 14-CV-00281-D  
       ) 
(1) THE COURT OF INDIAN OFFENSES  ) 
FOR THE ANADARKO AGENCY,   ) 
       ) 
  Defendant.    ) 
 
 

SUPPLEMENT TO  
EMERGENCY MOTION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER WITHOUT 

NOTICE AND PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION AGAINST THE  
COURT OF INDIAN OFFENSES AND BRIEF IN SUPPORT 

 
 As previously reported to this Court, without a hearing, the Court of Indian Offenses issued 

the extraordinary relief of an ex parte Emergency Temporary Injunction against Chairman Brenda 

Edwards preventing her from performing her duties as Chairman and “[f]urther any third party that 

owes money to the Nation shall pay the funds to Petitioner and the Third-Party Payor is relieved 

from any further liability with regard to the payment paid herein.”  The issue, partly, involves the 

jurisdiction of the CFR Court, an agency of the Federal government, from determining an intra-

tribal dispute in light of 25 C.F.R. 11.118 and existing Federal law that bars the United States from 

interfering with Tribal self-determination.  Plaintiffs have requested this Court issue an emergency 

temporary restraining order against the Court of Indian Offenses, a federal agency, restraining it 

from exercising jurisdiction over the Caddo Nation regarding any intra-tribal dispute or allowing 

it to exercise jurisdiction over its officials pursuant to the Caddo Nation’s sovereign immunity.  
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This Court must determine as a matter of Federal law whether the CFR Court can entertain the 

underlying issues.  

 Since the prior filing, on March 20, 2014, the CFR Court held a hearing regarding the 

Emergency Motion to Dissolve the Emergency Temporary Injunction.  The Court denied the 

Motion as, amazingly, it held that the order maintains the status quo, although it directs the 

payment of monies, without being bonded, and prevents the Chairman of the Nation from 

exercising her authority.  [Exhibit 1, Order]  More important to this suit, it prevents the Caddo 

Nation from resolving its own intra-tribal dispute and puts it in the hands of the Federal agency. 

 Plaintiffs urge this Court to enter an emergency temporary restraining order against the 

Court of Indian Offenses.  The continued existence of the injunction is significantly affecting the 

Nation from performing its governmental functions and servicing its citizens. 

 

Dated this 21st Day of March 2014. 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       /s/Eugene Bertman     
       Eugene Bertman, OBA #19406 
       McCormick & Bryan, PLLC 
       219 E. Main St. 
       Norman, OK 73069 
       (405) 562-6800 Telephone 
       (405) 216-3602 Facsimile 
       gbertman@mccormickbryan.com 
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