
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LAC COURTE OREILLES BAND OF LAKE 
SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA INDIANS, RED CLIFF 
BAND OF LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA INDIANS; 
SOKAOGON CHIPPEWA INDIAN COMMUNITY, 
MOLE LAKE BAND OF WISCONSIN; ST. CROIX 
CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF WISCONSIN; BAD 
RIVER BAND OF THE LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA 
INDIANS; and LAC DU FLAMBEAU BAND OF LAKE 
SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA INDIANS, 
 

Plaintiffs, 
v.          Case No. 74-C-313-C 
 
STATE OF WISCONSIN, WISCONSIN NATURAL 
RESOURCES BOARD; CATHY STEPP; 
KURT THIEDE; and TIM LAWHERN, 
 

  Defendants.      
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
    )  SS 
COUNTY OF ASHLAND ) 

 
The affiant, TOM MAULSON, being first duly sworn, upon oath deposes and states as 

follows: 

1. My name is Tom Maulson, and I reside P.O. Box 277, Lac du Flambeau, Wisconsin, 

54538.  I am a member and the President of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake 

Superior Chippewa Indians (“Lac du Flambeau Band”). I have spent eleven years as 

President of the Lac du Flambeau Band and spent another six years as a Lac du 

Flambeau Band Tribal Councilman. 
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2. I am the Lac du Flambeau Band’s representative to the Great Lakes Indian Fish and 

Wildlife Commission’s Board of Commissioners (“GLIFWC Board”).  I am also a 

member and Chairman of the Voigt Intertribal Task Force (“VITF”). I have been 

Chairman of the VITF for twenty-five of the past twenty-six years. 

3.  I make this affidavit on the basis of my own personal knowledge. 

4. Based on my knowledge, the plaintiff tribes have engaged in extensive consultation 

on Commission Order 2012: 

a. On May 23, 2012, the Parties met Red Cliff, WI. At this meeting, the 

tribes began consultation on our proposed tribal night hunting regulations.  

b. On August 1, 2012, the Parties met at Stevens Point, WI. At this meeting, 

Scott Gunderson, Executive Assistant to the Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources (“Department”) Secretary informed the Tribal 

representatives that the Department had no reasonable objection to the 

implementation of the tribal night hunting provisions.  

c. On August 23, 2012, I, along with other representatives from Lac du 

Flambeau (Frank Mitchell, Brooks Big John, and Larry Wawronowicz), 

met with Secretary Stepp and other Department staff (John Gozdzialski 

with Scott Gunderson and Quinn Williams via telephone). 

i. At this meeting I told Secretary Stepp that it was the understanding 

of the plaintiff tribes following the August 1, 2012 meeting of the 

Parties that the Department had “no objection” to the tribes’ night 

hunting proposal. 
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ii. I was informed by Scott Gunderson to give the Department “time” 

to present it to the Department’s constituents before implementing 

the proposed Commission Order. He explained that the 

Department understands that the State changed the law, however 

the Department was not comfortable with the tribes proceeding on 

the Order for this year and asked if the tribes could wait until next 

year. He explained that if the tribes deem it necessary to implement 

the Commission Order for this year, whether the tribes could wait 

until after the state nine day gun season (November 26, 2012). I 

responded that the decision on when to implement the proposed 

order is one that the plaintiff tribes must make collectively, not just 

Lac du Flambeau.  

iii. Secretary Stepp informed me that, if the tribes went through with 

the implementation of the Commission Order, the Department 

would have no choice but to stop all agreements made between the 

Parties at their August 1, 2012 meeting at Stevens Point, WI with 

regard to the other ongoing stipulation review issues. She informed 

me that, if the tribes agreed to implement the proposed 

Commission Order for next year as part of the stipulation review 

process, the Department would not object to night hunting. 

 d. On October 22, 2012 the Parties met in Stevens Point, WI. At this 

meeting, the Parties engaged in a substantive discussion on the process 

and substance of the proposed Order. Again, Secretary Stepp informed the 
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tribes that the Department was not willing to consent to the 

implementation of the tribes’ proposal. As part of this discussion, 

Department staff asked questions pertaining to specific provisions of the 

proposed Order. 

k. Since this meeting, I have attempted to call and engage Secretary Stepp on 

numerous instances, without reply.  I have also contacted Governor 

Walker’s office regarding this matter and was told that I needed to discuss 

this matter with Secretary Stepp.  

 Further affiant sayeth not, dated this 27th day of November 2012. 

 
 
      /s/ Tom Maulson                                      
      Tom Maulson 
 
 
Subscribed and sworn before me 
this 27th day of November 2012. 
 
/s/ Ann McCammon Soltis 
Notary Public, State of Wisconsin 
My Commission: is permanent 
 
 

 


