
3. I understand that the Court is going to make a determination as to
whether to reinstate Ward Churchill to his position as a professor at the University
of Colorado. For the reasons I will describe, I would ask the Court to deny Ward
Churchill reinstatement.

4. I am a Professor Emeritus in the American Indian Studies Program at
the University of Arizona.

5. In 1990, CU's stated objective was to develop a responsible and
theoretically sound American Indian Studies program under the aegis of Ethnic Studies.

University officials made a promising start toward that commitment with the hiring of the
late, esteemed American Indian scholar, Vine Deloria Jr. Churchill's in house hiring as a

professor, however, tarnished that lofty objective, as over the years, he began to inject
opinions into his curriculum that had little political, social, or cultural context. This is
glaringly obvious in much of his writing. For this reason, his continued presence in the
academy has long been opposed by a host of American Indian scholars and students.

6. I understand that Churchill's representations about his Native
American ancestry are not matters currently before the Court. Consequently, I will
not address those representations in detail. I oppose Churchill's reinstatement
because it will harm the field of American Indian Studies.

7. Throughout my career in the academy, I have published more than fifty
books, govemment reports, refereed articles, book chapters, and review essays for a
number of scholarly journals directly related to the field of American Indian studies. I've
also received numerous awards for teaching American Indian Studies at the University of
Arizona. I have known Churchill for a number of years, and even contributed a chapter
on Native American veterans of military service to his then wife's collection of essays

entitled, "The State of Native America." I did so willingly and over the years have also
published several other articles based on the same longitudinal study of Indian veterans
of the Vietnam War. I have in fact written about American Indian military service since
1981. I was part of what was then known as the best American Indian Studies graduate
program in the country. In the early 1980s our program at the University of Arizona was
home to Pulitzer Prize winner N. Scott Momaday, noted Hopi linguist and scholar Emory
Sekaquaptewa, anthropologists Robert K. Thomas and Jim Officer, nationally acclaimed
author Leslie Marmon Silko, widely admired poet Joy Harjo, and the prolific and brilliant
author and scholar Vine Deloria, Jr. I have been affiliated with American Indian Studies
since the 1970s at the University of Oklahoma and at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. I know the field of Indian Studies well, along with Ward Churchill's place
therein. I am deeply interested in the scholarship performed by those who profess
to speak on behalf of Native American people.
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AFFIDAVIT OF TOM HOIM

The Affiant Tom Holm, deposes and states:

1,. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters
I will describe in this affidavit.

2. I have been assisted in the form of this affidavit by Patrick O'Rourke of
the Office of University Counsel. The opinions expressed in the affidavit are my
own. I have not been compensated in any way for providingthis affidavit.



8. My reading of the problem today leads me to conclude that Churchill
should not be returned to his position at the University of Colorado. I have never really
considered Churchill to be a scholar or joumalist, but have always seen him as a creative
writer and essayist whose writings were provocative but not well-documented or
particularly illuminating. Those of us who have been in the field have heard these
arguments before. Churchill attempts to pass ideology off as theory. Ultimately,
however, he should not be denied a retum to his position simply because a group of
professors believe that he's a bad scholar. His return should be denied because of the
harm he has already done and the further harm his haphazard scholarship will do to
American Indian academicians and students in the future.
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I attest that Tom Holm personally appeared before me on this _ day of May
20A9 to execute this Affidavit. The Affiant executed the affidavit voluntarily and of
her own free will.

Dated this 

- 

day of May, 2009:

WITNESS MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL

Notary Public

My commission expires:

Tom Holm, Ph.D.


