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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

GILPIN COUNTY, COLORADO 
 

March 1, 2011 
 
A regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners of Gilpin County was held on March 1, 2011, at the Gilpin 
County Old Courthouse.  Chair Whitman called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  In attendance were Chair Forrest 
Whitman; Commissioner Buddy Schmalz; Commissioner Connie McLain; County Manager Roger Baker; County 
Attorney Jim Petrock; and Sharon Cate, Deputy Clerk to the Board.   
 
Notice of Public Meetings. The public meetings in the upcoming two weeks that could be attended by more than 
one Commissioner and at which public business may be discussed will include: 
 

 Civil rights training, March 8, at the Black Hawk Fire Station  
 
Legal Status Report.   County Attorney Jim Petrock advised the Commissioners on the following legal issues: 
 

Phillip Wolf Property.   County Attorney Petrock has received a copy of the Kikiallus Indian Nation’s notice of 
filing of foreign judgment filed with the Karluk Tribal Court in Alaska against Gilpin County for the Board of 
County Commissioners’ August 19

th
, 2008, denial of a quarry permit on land owned by Phillip Wolf.  The 

Karluk Tribal Court issued an order that the Kikiallus Indian Nation was exempt from Colorado Revised 
Statutes and Gilpin County Zoning regulations and issued a “Certificate of Permit #1002” to the Kikiallus and 
Indian Nation and its contractor, Brannan Sand and Gravel Company, to mine gravel at 2982 Robinson Road, 
owned by Phillip Wolf. 
 
County Attorney Petrock said the Bureau of Indian affairs in Alaska has stated that the Karluk are a recognized 
tribe but that they have no jurisdiction outside their area; the Kikiallus Indian Nation is not a registered tribe; 
and the Karluk Tribal Court’s ruling has no legal standing.  Gilpin County will, however, file a motion to have 
the Tribal Court’s ruling dismissed.  County Attorney Petrock further noted that Gilpin County has several 
judgments against Phillip Wolf and that his property in the County is now in foreclosure. 
 
Lawrence René, Goodman.  A tax protest has been received from Lawrence René, Goodman, a local property 
owner.  Both Gilpin County and the Internal Revenue Service have filed tax liens against Mr. Goodman totaling 
over $1 million.  The County’s liens—over $6,000—are senior to those of the IRS; interest and attorneys’ fees 
are also due. 
 
Executive Session on Gaming Commission Rulemaking.  County Attorney Petrock advised the Board of County 
Commissioners they would need to hold an Executive Session after the regular meeting to receive legal 
counsel on the Colorado Gaming Commission’s denial of Gilpin County’s claim that annual gaming revenue 
should be distributed differently. 

 
Treasurer’s Monthly Report—January 2011.  Treasurer Alynn Huffman reported on operations in her office for the 
month of January 2011 and noted that the seniors working for her office through the Property Tax Work Off 
Program had prepared and mailed the tax notices ahead of schedule.   
 
The Board of County Commissioners recessed and convened as the Board of Human Services at 9:18 a.m. to 
consider an agreement with Creative Choices Counseling and Consulting, Inc., for mental health services.  (See 
BoHS minutes for March 1, 2011.)  The Board of Human Services adjourned at 9:20 a.m. and reconvened as the 
Board of County Commissioners. 
 
Clerk and Recorder’s Report—January 2011.  Clerk and Recorder Colleen Stewart reported on operations in her 
office for the month of January 2011.  Discussion followed regarding public input on fees for FASTER—Funding 
Advancements for Surface Transportation and Economic Recovery.  In response to a question from Commissioner 
Schmalz, Clerk Stewart stated that vehicle registration late fees and uninsured motorist fees are now deposited 
directly into the County’s general fund.  She also noted she was grateful for the assistance of some seniors through 
the Property Tax Work Off Program; they helped index all of the Clerk’s large maps electronically.  
 
The Board of County Commissioners recessed from 9:24 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
 
Energy Performance Contract—Ennovate Corporation.  On October 19, 2010, the Board of County Commissioners 
approved a contract between Gilpin County and the Ennovate Corporation for a Technical Energy Audit (TEA) and 
proposal in an amount up to $30,748.72 for an energy-use audit of some County-owned facilities.  The preliminary 
walk-through of the TEA identified potential energy conservation measures.  Today, representatives from 
Ennovate Corporation—Andrea Massey and Aaron Skroch—presented an amended contract at a reduced cost of 
$23,562.00, and a video presentation on the status of the energy-use assessment, their preliminary findings, and 
some ideas on what a full assessment might include.  Also present were Gilpin County Facilities Manager Bill 
Paulman, and Emily Evans of Trident Energy Services, a consulting company for the Governor’s Energy Office that 
reviews final energy audit plans and provides guidance throughout the process. 
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After Ennovate’s presentation, the Commissioners asked numerous questions about potential costs associated 
with building repairs and upgrades, which would likely begin in the fall or winter of 2012, if the Board chooses to 
continue the process.  Facilities Manager Paulman noted the cost of the TEA was already in his budget and that the 
Board would be informed of all work before it was started and while it was in progress.  The detailed TEA would 
probably be finished late in summer of 2011. 
 
Commissioner Schmalz moved to approve the detailed Technical Energy Audit with direction to staff to move 
forward in the process.  Commissioner McLain seconded the motion, which passed by a vote of 3 to 0. 
 
County Manager Status Report.  County Manager Roger Baker updated the Commissioners on the following items: 
   

Monthly Departmental Reports.  The monthly departmental reports that had been submitted were discussed. 
 
Church Ditch Special Warranty Deed.  County Manager Baker presented a Special Warranty Deed for the lease 
of three (3) inches of Church Ditch water owned by Gilpin County.  Commissioner Schmalz moved to approve 
the Church Ditch Special Warranty Deed between Gilpin County and the City of Arvada for three inches of 
water.  Commissioner McLain seconded the motion, which passed by a vote of 3 to 0. 
   

Minutes.   
 

Commissioner Schmalz moved to approve the Board of County Commissioners Meeting Minutes for February 
15, 2011.  Commissioner Whitman seconded the motion, which passed by a vote of 2 to 0.  (Commissioner 
McLain was absent on February 15, 2011.)  
 
Commissioner McLain moved to approve the Board of Human Services Meeting Minutes for February 1, 2011.  
Commissioner Schmalz seconded the motion, which passed by a vote of 2 to 0.  (Commissioner Whitman was 
absent on February 1, 2011.) 
 
Commissioner Schmalz moved to approve the Board of Human Services Meeting Minutes for February 15, 
2011.  Commissioner Whitman seconded the motion, which passed by a vote of 2 to 0.  (Commissioner McLain 
was absent on February 15, 2011.) 

 
Executive Session/Adjournment.   Commissioner Schmalz moved to adjourn to Executive Session to receive legal 
advice regarding the Colorado Gaming Commission’s denial of Gilpin County’s claim that annual gaming revenues 
should be distributed differently.  Commissioner McLain seconded the motion, which passed by a vote of 3 to 0.  
There being no further business to come before the Board, they adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Signed this  15

th
  day of   March  2011  


