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Denver (3/12/2010)—For over 200 years, the 
fate of Native Americans has been depen-
dent in large part upon the recognition 
and enforcement of their legal, political, 
property, and cultural rights by American 
courts. While most people think that the 
goal of our legal system is to achieve a 
universal measure of truth and justice, 
such has not been the case with respect to 
Native Americans. In this groundbreak-
ing and provocative book, noted Native 
American attorney and activist Walter R. 
Echo-Hawk reveals the dark underbelly 
of the American legal system and shows 
how it has rendered legal the destruction 
of Native Americans and their culture.

Rich in historical detail, and showing how 
the echoes of court decisions over the years 
continue to resonate and shape Indian 
Country, In the Courts of the Conqueror pro-
vides a vital understanding of our current 
society. More than mere history, the book 
challenges readers to reexamine our country 
through a different lens and, in so doing, 

issues a clarion call for change. According 
to Echo-Hawk, the reader “will close this 
book with a thirst for justice and an eager-
ness to confront the many challenges that 
lie ahead as we stride toward a more just 
society in the postcolonial world.” Like 
other great eye-opening books on Native 
American culture and history, such as Bury 
My Heart at Wounded Knee and Custer Died 
for Your Sins, In the Courts of the Conqueror 
is provocative and fresh writing at its best.

Walter Echo-Hawk (Pawnee) is of coun-
sel to the Crowe & Dunlevy law firm of 
Oklahoma. As a staff attorney for the Native 
American Rights Fund for thirty-five years, 
he represented tribes and Native Americans 
on significant legal issues during the modern 
era of federal Indian law. In addition to liti-
gation, he worked on major legislation, such 
as the Native American Graves Protection 
and Repatriation Act, and federal reli-
gious freedom legislation. He is a prolific 
writer whose books include the award-
winning Battlefields and Burial Grounds. 

In the Courts of the Conqueror: The Ten Worst Indian Law Cases Ever Decided 
By Walter R. Echo-Hawk, foreword by Patty Limerick, afterword by Charles Wilkinson


