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Tribe Blasts Secretary of Interior for Illegal Denial of Land into
Trust Application

Tribe bdieves that changng therules in the middle of the process is unmnscionabk andillegal

(Warner Springs CA) The Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and Qupe-o Indianswas shodked
when it received aletter from the Department of the Interior (DOI) on Fiday, Januay 4, sating
tha DOI had completed its evaluaion and was rejecting the Tribe@ application © take land into
trug in Barstow even though DDl failed to dlow the completion of necessary studies. The
Barstow land is crudal to the efforts of the Tribe and the City to bring viable econonic
development to thar degpressed communities through the development of an Indian gaming
facility there. Origindly invited to Barstow by the City itself, the Tribeand the City had been
working togethe on the project for five years.

TheTribewas shodked by theletter in pat because the Department attempted to judify its action
by imposng anev @ommutabilityOrule that does not appear in its own regulationsand which
has never before been goplied to any fee to trug application. (DOI has previoudy approved
several land acquisitionsfor tribes applying o take land into trus for gaming & much a 300
miles away from ther reservations induding sme earlier in the Bush Administration.)

In dismissing the Los Coyotes application, Interior asserted that the Tribe should buid agaming
facility on ornear the Los Coyotes reservation butcited no e/idence whasoever tha this would
beaviable aternative. (The Los Coyotes Band@reservationis located in the remote
mountinousarea of northern San Diego County B surroundel on tree sides by ndiond forests.
Electricity was broughtto the edgeof the reservation less than 10 yers ago, and thereservation
genedly is unaiitable for sgnificant econonic development. For this reason, here are no
viable employment oppotunities and less than 20%of the tribe@ members live on the
reservation.)

The Tribe was shodked by Interior@ action dso because DOI® own gudies concerning the
application hal noteven been completed yet. An early draft of therequired environmental
impact statement (EIS), which demondrates the dire unmet needs of the Tribe and howthe
Barstow facility would meet them, has been completed, buthas been languishing & DOI and was
never released for completion. @OI made severa statements that were clearly contrary to the
administrative record contained in the draft EIS DB pat of therecord the Tribe has provided, yet
the Depatment appaently ignored. It gppears tha the Depatment acted before the EIS was
completed in order to judtify ignoling factors that would have compdled a different result,0
respondeal newly eected Los Coyotes Triba Spokesperson, Fancine Kupsch.



GChanging therules at this late date is a cruel and arbitrary act by Secretary Kempthome. We
worked hand-in-hand with the City of Barstow, the State of California and the Department of the
Interior to follow the procedure historically used to obtin land for off-reservation gaming. To
invent new rules a this jundure and then apply them retroactively reeks of politics.O

Orhe Secretary implies that tribd members would bebetter off poorand inemployed and living
on thereservation rather than living off thereservation ner the casino with ajob. The pupos
of Indian gaming is to improvethe qudity of life for all our members, by providing dectricity,
improved housng mnditions education and helth care, regardless of where they reside,Osaid
Kup<h.

Interior drew its condusonswithoutany conaultation whatsoever with the Tribe or the e ected
leaders of the City of Barstow, withoutever having visited the Tribe® remote and desolate
reservation, and withoutever having visited the City of Barstow or its dected leaders. Yet DOI
remarkably conduded that CE the negative impads on reservation life would beconsderable.O
Kupsh said, Qt is fairly clear tha the Department@ actionswere driven by political forcesin
Washington, D.C. rather than by any interest or regard for the wellbeing ofthe Tribe or the
Barstow community. They have never seen howor where we live.O

Orhe new rules will severely restrict the econorric oppotunities of poortribes living in remote
areas of the country.O Kupsch conduded, GEven though dsgraced lobbyist Jack Abramoff and
his crony Seve Griles st in thar respective jail cells, thedirty work by his former clients to
prevent poorand disadvantaged tribes from having econonic oppotunities continues with anewv
cast of lobbyists and noweven the Secretary of the Interior himself, who is more than willing
sacrifice usto further his pesond political gods and aspirations We can only hopethat the
same reporters who focused on hie Abramoff scandd will agan look to see tha such influences
are dive and well a the Department.O

Historically, many tribes were moved hundreds and even more than athousnd miles from ther
homes to reservation established by hefederal government in areas tha were desolate and away
from popuktion enters. Orhefederal govanment did nothave any problem moving tribes
hundeeds of miles from their homes to remote reservation poopetiesBDbut now, they havea
problem when tribd members try to venture off desolate reservations to feed their families.O

Oren other tribes, induding the Big Lagoon Rancheria and Chemehuevi, received virtually
identical letters,Ostated Shane Chapperosa, Tribd Vice-Char and Econorric Development
Char. Q\ll butoneof these relied on his nev @ommutabilityOrule, which suggests this
unprecedented purge of applicationsis based onthe Secretary@ persond pdlitical agendaof
prohibiting off-reservation gaming. This was donewith absolutely no regard for the welfare of
the Tribe, its members or the community of Barstow. We will belooking & all ourlegd options
to respond b this unfair and abitrary determinaion.O

Kupsch conduded, @t is astonishing that Congress, who role it is to st policy when it comes
to Indian dfairs, has actually rejected proposd changes like the onethe Secretary has now
indituted, yet the Secretary feels that he can usurp Congress@ role. We hape the Congress will
look into this Secretary@ abusve and overeaching acts.O



Background

ThelIndian Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA) was passed by Gongress and sgned by Resident
Reagan in 1988 b regulate Indian gaming. IGRA indudes a Orwo-Part DeterminaionOprocess
to dlow tribes with reservationsnot condugve to viable econonic development to goply for an
off-reservation @sino. The gpplicationis required to prove the project is econonically beneficial
for the Tribeand notddrimental to thelocal community. The project dso had to have the
agreement of the Governor. The Los Coyotes and the city of Barstow started to puisue an off-
reservation @asino in 20QL. At the request of Governor Schwarzenegge, the Big Lagoon Tribe
joined the project and compacts with the sate and both Tribes were signed in 2005. "he Tribes
immediately began working with the DOI on the land-into-trus process and filed their formal
application with DOI in March of 2006.A public hearing was held in Barstow by DOI in May of
2006. Reliminary drafts of the Environmental Impact Statement were sent to the Tribe and Gty
in 2007. Afind draft prepared by he DOI gaff was awaiting release by the Secretary.
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