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ABSTRACT

NEWSPAPER IMAGES OF NATIVE AMERICANS: MICHIGAN
NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF TREATIES AND COMPACTS AFFECTING
INDIANS IN THE TERRITORY AND STATE OF MICHIGAN

By
Scott G. Sochay

This study uses an ethnohistoric approach to explore how Indians
were portrayed in Michigan newspapers of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries with regards to coverage of the major treaties (1836 and 1842) and
compacts (1993) that affected Indians in the Territory and State of
Michigan. It seeks to answer the questions "How were Indians portrayed
in Michigan newspaper coverage of treaties between whites and Indians in
the Territory and State of Michigan?" and “What has changed in this
coverage from the nineteenth century to today?”

Chapter two looks at attempts to answer this question in the context
of newspaper coverage of Indians in general. Chapter three examines
treaties from both white and Indian perspectives to provide the proper
context for understanding treatymaking. Chapter four explores the specific
treaty processes within Michigan to refine the treaty making context.

Chapter five looks at newspaper coverage of Native Americans in
general in the United States in the nineteenth century, followed by a more
detailed look at Michigan newspaper coverage of Indians in Chapter six.
Chapter seven looks at specific Michigan newspaper coverage of the Treaty
of 1836 with a brief follow-up look at the treaty of 1842 in Chapter eight. A
summary of Michigan newspaper coverage of the nineteenth century
treaties follows in Chapter nine.



Chapter ten is a follow-up study looking at Michigan newspaper
coverage of gaming compacts signed in 1993 by Gov. John Engler and seven
of Michigan's Indian tribes. These compacts were the first agreements
signed between state officials and Indian tribes since the end of the
treatymaking period.

This study reaches the conclusion that while Native Americans
received less than objective or balanced coverage in nineteenth century
Michigan newspapers, the coverage they did receive was about as good as
could be expected. Coverage from the present, taken as a whole, provided
more thorough and balanced coverage of Indians, but taken city by city
showed parallels to nineteenth century coverage suggesting that Indians
still have not receive balanced coverage from Michigan newspapers with
respect to treaties and compacts.
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I. Introduction

In a postmodern world, the relationship between Native Americans
and whites has been re-analyzed and filtered through a variety of twentieth
century viewpoints and paradigms. For example, such analyses have given
us Christopher Columbus, not as heroic discoverer of the New World, but as
rapist and pillager of the land, with no motive other than profit. This
revisionist history examines Columbus in the light of twentieth century
biases, with little consideration given to the context of his times and the
views on cultural relationships prevalent then. On the other hand, this
same style of scholarship tends to view Native Americans as enlightened
New Age sages; one with nature, with a cosmic spiritual wisdom that
transcends the materialism of the West.

In either case, imposing values and paradigms from the twentieth
century onto the past leads to a distorted view of the past. In order to
properly examine cultural relationships such as those of Native Americans
and whites, it is important to examine this relationship within its cultural
context, asking such questions as, "What was the white view of the Indian
in the nineteenth century?" "What was the Indian view of whites?" etec.
Only then can a proper framework be developed to explore these cultural
relationships.

This view has been summarized by Cleland (1992) when he says:

In truth, I believe the histories of the Ojibwa, Ottawa and
Potawatomi peoples ... are vastly misunderstood by the public. Like
all historical accounts, the history of Indian groups is the product of
the historian who selects and interprets the facts to conform to some
preconceived theory or perspective. Too often, Indian history or the
role of Indians in American history has been written to either glorify
or to vilify Indian participants rather than to gain a perspective on
their special place in historical events.



... I believe the ethnohistorical approach, which centers
interpretation on the contemporary cultural context in which events
are best understood, transcends my own bias (sympathy toward the
Indians and their trials).

One such aspect of the relationship between Indians and whites that
has received only moderate attention is how the press of the nineteenth
century viewed Native Americans. As the major media vehicle of the day
(along with magazines) for disseminating news, nineteenth century
American newspapers had the opportunity to present Indians in positive,
negative or neutral lights. This study will seek to explore how Indians were
portrayed; specifically in the Michigan newspapers of the nineteenth
century, and even more specifically, with regards to coverage of the major
treaties that affected the Territory and State of Michigan.

With the end of the treatymaking period between Indians and the
federal government in 1871, the opportunity to study Michigan newspaper
coverage of treaties ground to a halt. However, in 1993 the State of Michigan
and the various tribes of Indians in the State of Michigan entered into
compacts concerning Indian gaming. These compacts are similar to
treaties in that they both deal with the issue of Indian land and how it is
used. These compacts then, allow for comparisons to be made between
Michigan newspaper coverage of nineteenth century treaties and the
compacts of 1993. The additional question can then be asked, how has
Michigan newspaper coverage changed? Are Indians portrayed similarly
or differently in the present day as compared to the nineteenth century?

In following this line of inquiry, this study will begin in chapter two
with a look at scholarly attempts to answer this question in the broader
context of newspaper coverage of Indians in general. This will provide the

framework necessary to answer the more specific research question. Next,



in order to properly understand the treaty process, chapter three will
engage in a general discussion of treaties from both the white and Indian
perspectives in order to provide the proper context for understanding the
specifics of treaty making. In conjunction with this, chapter four will
explore the specific treaty processes within the Territory and State of
Michigan to refine the treaty making context.

Once the treaty making background has been established, chapter
five will look at newspaper coverage of Native Americans in general in the
United States in the nineteenth century, followed by a more detailed look at
Michigan newspaper coverage of Indians in chapter six. This will provide
the backgrpund for looking at specific Michigan newspaper coverage of the
Treaty of 1836 in chapter seven with a brief follow-up look at the treaty of
1842 in chapter eight. A summary of Michigan newspaper coverage of the
nineteenth century treaties will be presented in chapter nine. Finally,
chapter ten will serve as a follow-up study by leoking at gaming compacts
signed in 1993 by Gov. John Engler and seven of Michigan's Indian tribes.
These compacts were the first agreements signed between state officials
and Indian tribes since the end of the treatymaking period. This recent
development provides the opportunity to see how journalistic coverage of
Indian treaties in the State of Michigan has changed (if at all) in the
present day.

This process will allow for a complete look at all relevant aspects of
the cultural relationships found in Michigan newspaper coverage of
treaties between Indians and whites in the Territory and State of Michigan.
Conclusions, hopefully, can then be drawn that can answer the question,

"How were Indians portrayed in Michigan newspaper coverage of treaties



between whites and Indians in the Territory and State of Michigan?" and
“What has changed in this coverage from the nineteenth century to today?”

Some further elaboration is necessary here to define the parameters
of this study. In the history of Michigan, there were seven important
treaties that ceded Indian lands to the United States government.

They are:
Treaty of Greenville 1795
Treaty of Detroit 1807
Treaty of Saginaw 1819
Treaty of Sault Ste. Marie 1820
Treaty of Chicago 1821
Treaty of Washington 1836
Treaty of La Pointe 1842

The first newspaper in Michigan was not established until 1809,
ruling out coverage of the Treaties at Greenville and Detroit. This leaves
five treaties that could have been covered by Michigan newspapers. As we
will see, there exists no coverage of the 1819, 1820 or 1821 treaties. This
leaves the Treaties of Washington and La Pointe as the basis for this study.
Copies of the Treaty of Washington and the Treaty of La Pointe can be found
in Appendices A and C. Most of the attention of this study will focus on the
Treaty of Washington (also referred to as the Treaty of 1836 or the Treaty
with the Ottawa and Chippewa). First, because it was the larger and more
important of the two, and second, because extensive documentation of the
treaty negotiation process exists that will allow greater analysis of the
actual events to the newspaper coverage of those events. Primary



documents such as memoirs, letters and government papers were analyzed
to understand the events surrounding the treaty.

There was also a series of treaties from 1837 through 1839 and then
again from 1855 through 1856, and finally in 1864/1866 between the United
States government and the Indian populations in Michigan. However,
these treaties did not involve the cession of land. Most were over annuities,
trade agreements and modifications to existing treaties. As such they were
ignored by Michigan newspapers. No mention of any of these treaties could
be found in Michigan newspaper coverage. Why this was so will be
addressed later in the study.

Note: There are two points that the author of this study must share with the
reader. First, in a politically correct environment, what is the proper name
for the indigenous peoples of North America? As best as possible, the
author will use the terminology used by the sources. When the author has
disgression, terms such as Native Americans and Indians will be used
interchangeably for variety's sake.

Second, the author is of Indian and white descent. On the Indian
side, the author is one-quarter Chippewa. The author's tribe was directly
affected by the Treaty at Washington in 1836. The author himself has
experienced both positive and negative ramifications as the result of this
and other treaties. On the negative side, the author's tribe is not recognized
by the federal government (but is recognized by the State of Michigan) due to
its refusal to migrate West. As a result, the author is not entitled to Federal
benefits that other tribes receive. On the positive side, the State of Michigan
has offered the Chippewa certain benefits in an attempt to make up for the
fact that the Federal government reneged on its responsibilities under the



1836 Treaty. As a result, the author has enjoyed the privilege of attending
Michigan State University tuition free.






